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Director’s Note - Stan Wiebe

Howdg Folks;

As November is upon us again we need to look
back over the past year and review what we did, what
worked, and what we could improve on for the following

February putting up with a lot of cold weather. This was
worth it though as our calves were up and running before
the April wet snow came. A lot of ranches did have some
severe losses because of the weather.

Crops were seeded into decent moisture, but the
following weeks turned quite dry. Pastures here started
very slow and due to lack of moisture did not grow to
their full potential. Some of our cows are pastured out at
the Rocky Mountain House community pasture but with
the lack of rain there they came home in mid-August
rather than mid- October. This created some unexpected
challenges in that we had to look for different feeding
options at home. With help from Courtney from Blue
Rock Animal Nutrition we came up with a few options
focused on different rations. Cows were started on a
silage, ground barley, pea straw, and barley straw ration.
Our silage yields came off surprisingly good as well as
our cereal and pea crops.

In a year like this with feed shortages it is much

our silage was a bit higher in moisture than usual which

IN THIS ISSUE

Building Soil Resilience With Cover Crops 3&5

years. For us this year we started out with calving in mid-

more important to test your feed. I found out this year that

Cow Feeding Economics This Winter 4

Canada: A Role Model for Sustainable Beef
Production

does make a difference in how much to feed. A lot can be
wasted if feed is higher in value or, on the flip side; cows
can go down in body condition if feed values are low. If
you want more information or to learn more about feed
testing and winter-feeding options you should plan to
attend some of the seminars available throughout the area
like the Feed What You Need Workshop in Swalwell on
November 29"

Just like your favorite sports team, ranching/
farming hopefully will be different next year.

Stan Wiebe

Cattle grazing on Stan Wiebe'’s farm
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Valuable information for farmers and ranchers
managing water on the landscape 2 ~
* How agriculture and wetlands can co-exist
e How the Alberta Wetland Policy impacts producers
e The economic value of riparian areas and
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wetlands to producers Apply for Foothills Forage and Grazing Association's Bursary
e Water use and sustainable agriculture before January 31, 2019

e 9:00am to 4:30pm
* Adapting to changes in climate, soil Lunch included TIP:
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Building Soil Resilience With Cover Crops

Research is building on the many
benefits of cover crops, from their ability
to help boost yields in subsequent crops
to improved soil structure and reduced
erosion. A new area of focus for research-
ers and producers alike is the use of cover
crops in so-called “shoulder seasons” —
fall after harvest, and spring before plant-
ing — in order to help build resilient, pro-
ductive soils.

“Where we are with climate
change, it’s about extremes,” says Uni-
versity of Manitoba cropping systems
researcher Yvonne Lawley. “Sometimes
both extremes — too wet or too dry — oc-
cur in the same growing season, like in
Manitoba over the last couple of years
where we’ve had both not enough mois-
ture and too much in the same season.

“That’s where the theme of soil
health comes in. We need soils that are
resilient enough to handle both ex-
tremes,” she says.

The “new paradigm of cover
crops,” according to Lawley, is to use
cover crops in the shoulder seasons, not
just by eliminating fallow but by using
the entire growing season, before crops
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are planted in the spring and after they
come off in the fall, to build biomass and
provide energy to soil microorganisms
and root systems and improve infiltration
and aeration in the soil.

In 2017, Lawley started a three-
year project funded by Manitoba Pulse
and Soybean Growers that will look at the
use of cover crops following edible beans,
which is a low-residue crop.

“We’re planting seven species
and one mix at three timings — mid-
August, September first and middle of
September,” Lawley explains. “Edible
beans are not harvested in mid-August,
but we’ll look at the potential for in-
terseeding or other early establishment
strategies at that date.”

Lawley’s main research goals are
to identify which cover crop species can
produce the most biomass in late fall as
well as optimal planting dates for cover
crops following edible beans.

Management questions: Accord-
ing to Lawley, it’s important to take a
“humble” approach to this type of re-
search because of its real-world challeng-
es and applications.

Don’t stray from the herd.
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“It’s important for me to do ex-
periments that compare replicated treat-
ments side-by-side but the work I do is
informing those people who are innovat-
ing on their farms,” she says. “For me as
a researcher working with cover crops,
it’s about demonstration of principles that
can be adapted and applied to different
situations. There is a diversity of needs
and questions about how to use cover
crops across Western Canada. Where do
you start? It’s a conversation between
farmers and researchers — that’s how our
knowledge of how to use cover crops in
Western Canada will move forward,” she
says.

There are many variables when it
comes to working with cover crops.
Farmers have to juggle planting and ter-
mination dates, budget for extra seed (and
sometimes extra equipment), and most
importantly, choose the cover crop spe-
cies that will work best on their opera-
tions.

Lawley says the latter choice is
more difficult in Canada than the U.S.,
where help for producers to select cover
crop species and source seed has become

Take the next step to protect your business from the unknowns with livestock price insurance for Alberta
producers. WLPIP provides price insurance for fed and feeder cattle, and calves to manage your bottom-line.
Prices vary greatly year to year — find out how to protect your operation today.

WLPIPca * 1.877.899.AFSC (2372) » % @AFSC _AB

CANADIAN
== AGRICULTURAL
s PARTNERSHIP

“LPrP

LIVESTOCK PRICE INSURANCE PROGRAM

Unique Financial Services

AFSC

WEURANCE « LENONG « INCOME STABLZATION

/1/(‘””6“‘ Canada

(Continued on page 5)




Cow Feeding Economics This Winter

Rising feed costs during the sec-
ond half of 2018 have many producers
wondering about the economics of over-
wintering cows this fall. The question; is
it even feasible to keep cows. Some are
liquidating their entire herds, others are
culling heavily and many are trying to
find economical ways of maintaining
their herds. The two main factors to con-
sider in developing feeding economies
are, of course, price and availability of
feed. An additional factor to consider
this winter will be the length of the feed-
ing period. Our forage specialists are
suggesting this feeding period could be
extended by 30 days. The hot dry sum-
mer this year resulted in pastures being
stressed to the point that it may take an
additional 30 days next spring for the
grass to recover enough to take normal
grazing pressure.

I ran some rations through Cow-
bytes to arrive at daily feed costs to add
perspective to feed price variations and
the effect on a producer’s bottom line.
The rations assumed 1400 pound cows at
mid pregnancy. The barley/straw ration
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priced barley at $5 per bushel and barley
straw at $50 per ton. This resulted in a
ration that came to $2.20 per head per
day. With a straight grass hay ration for
hay priced at 8 cents per pound the daily
cost increased to $2.75 per head. Hay
priced at 10 cents per pound jumped the
daily cost to $3.40 per head and with hay
at 12 cents per pound the daily cost
bounced up to $4.10 per head.

I ran those numbers through
Rancher’s Return to give us some insight
into the effect varying feed prices have
on a producer’s bottom line. I used a 100
head herd with a weaning percentage of
85%. It was assumed that 650 pound
steer calves averaged $210 per cwt and
600 pound heifer calves averaged $190
per cwt. The feed costs for the barley/
straw ration amounted to 53% of the total
production costs for the herd and resulted
in a gross margin of $13,250. A hay ra-
tion priced at 8 cents per pound increased
feed costs to 58.5% of total production
costs and reduced the gross margin to
minus $250 basically break even. Hay at
10 cents per pound jumped feed costs to

T T
N0 AN

63.5% of the total resulting in a negative
§$15,131 gross margin. Feed costs in-
creased to 68% of total production costs
for hay priced at 12 cents per pound re-
sulting in a loss of $30,350.

Feed costs this winter are basi-
cally charges against next year’s calf
crop. Break evens in the fall of 2019 for
this example herd on a barley/straw ra-
tion comes in at $176 per cwt for next
year’s calves. The herd on 8 cent per
pound hay ration would need $202 per
cwt to break even. At 10 cents per
pound, break evens are $229 per cwt.
Break evens for 12 cent per pound hay
are $258 per cwt. This analysis under-
scores the necessity of managing feed
costs for a cow/calf operator. Feed costs
are by and far the largest component of
the production costs in a cow/calf opera-
tion.

Author: Ted Nibourg

We are working for a stronger Alberta beef industry that invests in the future, drives
efficiencies and cultivates opportunities.

A producer plebiscite will be your opportunity to make a decision on future funding for
your organization and industry. The Agricultural Products Marketing Council is preparing
the regulation that will outline the rules and procedures for the plebiscite, which we hope
will be conducted around the ABP fall meetings in late October and early November.

™ When the time comes to have your say in the future of your industry - get out and vote!
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(Continued from page 3)
much easier.

But farmers’ questions about
how best to use cover crops don’t stop
there. There are others to consider, such
as when and how to seed cover crops
during the busy harvest season, how
much moisture is needed for seeding
cover crops and seed placement.

Lawley is collaborating on an
experiment with Adam Gurr, a farmer in
Brandon, Man., whose company
Agritruth Research develops independent
agronomic data on cropping systems.

Last fall, Gurr started a long-
term cover cropping experiment within
an annual cropping system to determine
the value of including cover crops in the
shoulder seasons.

“In order for us to adopt the sys-
tem we need data, and I don’t know that
there’s a lot of data yet,” says Gurr.
“There’s a lot of anecdotal evidence out
there, though, and that’s what prompted
us to do this study.”

In the Brandon area, Gurr says
producers who use cover crops tend to
have integrated crop-livestock operations
and cover crops are useful for extending
the grazing season, but cover crops are
not widely used in annual cropping sys-
tems.

Lawley’s team has funding to do
baseline sampling on Gurr’s project for
five years, but Lawley plans to continue
monitoring the experiment with Gurr
over the long term.

“We’re going to compare any
changes based on initial sampling we
did. It comes down to economics, the
cost of seeding, the cost of the seed, and
crop yield and quality over time. We’ll
keep a running tally on the differences
we see,” he says. “If you’re able to estab-
lish that there’s an economic benefit to
using cover crops, then you make it
work. That’s what were trying to do here
— determine what that benefit is.”

Real-world benefits: Dean
Toews, who farms near MacGregor,
Man. with his father and brothers, has
been using a fall rye cover crop since
2005 in order to protect his soil from ero-
sion.

“We have sandy loam soil so the
surface can blow for days,” he says, add-
ing some farmers in his region who do
not use cover crops end up with sand
dunes in their ditches after windstorms.

On the Toews’ operation, they
grow fall rye following edible beans, and
then plant corn in eight-inch strip-tillage

strips, terminating the rye after the corn
is out of the ground. They put fertilizer
right where they will plant their corn in
order to prevent the rye from robbing
those nutrients from the corn.

Before they moved to a strip-
tillage system, the Toews would broad-
cast nutrients and plant corn directly into
the rye; the corn would have to compete
with established rye and would struggle
until the rye was sprayed out. If sprayed
too early, the corn would struggle from
exposure and wind erosion issues until it
was established enough.

“We’d see a 10 to 15 bushel
yield drop when we left the rye too
long,” Toews explains. “Now we have an
eight-inch barrier, with no competition
for the corn to start, with the rye growing
beside the row. That buys us time before
the rye can go after the nutrients, and
then we spray it down and it leaves a
brown mat on the ground.”

This means the Toews have ero-
sion protection in two ways: they leave
the rye to grow longer, a living cover
after the corn is seeded; and the rye bio-
mass from the extra growth provides res-

ance against erosion. “What does it cost
other farmers to have the soil blowing
into the ditch? What if he starts corn the
next year and the sand blows and cuts off
the corn stalks or exposes the seed?”” he
asks.

“On October 19 last fall, there
was this massive windstorm, and the
wind broke a lot of corn stalks down.
That day, a lot of dirt moved, and there
were clouds two miles away from the
fields. That all costs money — it plugs
your ditch and wrecks your drainage.
What does that cost to repair?”’

The actual value of cover crops
is a practical question that Lawley hopes
to answer in another long-term experi-
ment looking at cover crop intensive sys-
tems.

But for farmers like Toews, it’s
already evident that cover crops are an
investment in resilient soil.

Julienne Isaacs—Top Crop Manager.
https://cdn.coverstand.com/1031/520325/
ac288b42a2f7eb9745f9214016bd793c38
cc3425.6.pdf

idue cover after
termination, ex-
plains Lawley.

Toews’
advice to farmers
considering using
acover cropisto | =
get it in the ground jumms
as soon as possible
in the fall. In the
spring, he cautions
farmers against
leaving the cover
crop growing too
long, particularly
if they’re not us-
ing strip tillage.

On land
that is subject to
wind erosion, he
says the use of
cover crops is a
good management
tool.

As far as
the value of cover
crops is con-
cerned, Toews
says it’s hard to
calculate, but on
his operation
shoulder season
cover crops work
almost like insur-

TEXAS AGRICULTURE AND
SIGHTSEEING TOUR

FEATURING HOUSTON STOCK SHOW

February 17 to March 2, 2019

Tour Highlights

Full day visit to Texas A & M - Agricultural College & ranch visits, Guided walking tour of
" the Stockyards Station, Fort Worth Herd Demonstration, Entry Texas Cowboy Hall of Fame,
Entry to Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum, San Antonio sightseeing visits to the
Alamo, Riverboat Cruise, lunch, Japanese Tea Gardens, Mission Concepcién, Mission San
José, Full day tour to wineries with tastings, BBQ lunch in Fredericksburg region, King
Ranch visit, King Ranch Museum & King Ranch Saddle Shop, JD Hudgins Ranch - American
¥ Gray Brahmans, Fagan Ranch Brangus - Red & Black Brangus, Cotton Gin Museum of Texas,
y ranch visits, NASA Space Centre Private Tram Tour, Entry to Houston Stock Show

Price includes: airfare from Calgary to Houston, hotel accommodations, 24 meals and all entrance & tour fees.
Call Lawrence at(403) 764-2044 for more information.

DEADL[NETOREGISTER NOVEMBER@,M
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Farm Health and Safety
Producer Grant Program

This grant will help eligible agriculture employers comply with
new occupational health and safety (OHS) requirements and
offset some of the costs employers may incur in complying
with OHS regulations for farms and ranches, which take
effect Dec. 1, 2018

TEST YOUR FEED

Kristen Ritson-Bennett

Effectively collect samples, what you should test for and how to
understand the results

DEVELOP A WINTER FEEDING SYSTEM

Karin Schmid
How a nutrmon checklnst can save you time and money and make &
your winter feeding less stressful

INCORPORATE COCKTAIL MIXES

Cocktail Mixes can improve your grazing and soil health

¢ Applications open Oct. 15, 2018 and the program runs until March 2021.
¢ Farms and ranches with waged, non-family workers and a WCB account
may apply for the grant.
¢ The grant covers up to 50 per cent of eligible safety expenses to a
maximum of $5,000 per year or $10,000 over the life of the program
per eligible applicant. Expenses going back to Jan. 1, 2018 are eligible
under the program.
* Eligible expenses include things like: JeryBea i Baer i sson westhr ependent
, vy 3 R 2 Bunch grazing, p during ght, watering sy
— First aid kits, fire extinguishers and warning signage. and fencing for pasture health and to extend winter grazing
- Respirators, eye and hearing protection. 7 A e X :
- Health and safety programs, courses, education, training and
consultant fees.
— Seatbelt installation, warning lights and auger guards to improve
equipment safety.

| GRAZING HANAEEMENT WATERING & FENCING

Abertan

agriculture.alberta.ca/farmhsgrant

Connect with the FFGA on social media!
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Canada: A Role Model for Sustainable Beef Production

Summary: Graeme Finn reports on Canada’s
participation at the Global Conference on
Sustainable Beef. The news is good.

“Canada is ahead of the game when
it comes to beef sustainability,” affirms
Graeme Finn, a member of the Canadian
delegation at the Global Conference on Sus-
tainable Beef held in Ireland on October 9-
12, 2018.

“What we’re doing here is right on
track to keep the public informed. It’s good
to see progress from the McDonalds’ pilot
program to getting a cheque from BIX/
Cargill for sustainable beef—and most of
all, that other countries are looking to us for
guidance. I’'m pretty proud of where we are
right now in the world.”

The Global Roundtable for Sustain-
able Beef (the conference host) is a global
initiative that aims to improve the sustaina-
bility of the global beef value chain through
leadership, science and stakeholder engage-
ment/collaboration. It is the umbrella organ-
ization and governing body for initiatives in
member countries, which includes Canada
(hence our interest in this).

Canadian representatives at the conference

Of the 245 attendees, Canada had
the biggest delegation: 15 people represent-
ing organizations as diverse as the Canadian
Cattlemen’s Association, McDonald’s,
A&W, BIX, Ducks Unlimited, World Wild-
life Fund Canada, and three producers
(including Graeme, who also represented
the Canadian Roundtable).

On Day 1, Graeme took the Dawn
Meats tour. Dawn Meats is one of the larg-
est suppliers of beef into the McDonald’s
system in Europe at the company’s fossil-
fuel free (1!!) plant in Waterford. In 2017,
the site became the first Irish food manufac-
turing company to be awarded BITC Ire-
land’s prestigious BWR (Business Working
Responsibly) mark.

“Dawn buys all its meat from Veri-
fied Sustainable operations,” says Graeme.
“No common market cattle. McDonalds
does the same thing in Canada, so we’re
aligned with Ireland on that. Cargill and
McDonalds are the prime buyers of sustain-
able beef here. All our own beef goes into
that chain, and we get the quarterly cheque.”

The tour also involved a visit to
John and Catherine Powers’ farm in Water-
ford where calves are reared and finished as
beef cattle, as part of McDonald’s Flagship
Farm Program.

“It’s all bull meat,” says Graeme.
“They don’t castrate any animals so, obvi-
ously, no synthetic hormones. It must be
quite boisterous on that farm when the ani-
mals are young!”

Days 2 and 3 were in a more tradi-
tional conference format. Justin Sherrard,
Global Strategist Animal Protein, Rabobank
RaboResearch, Food & Agribusiness deliv-
ered the keynote address, focusing on lead-
ership and the concept that the customer is
always right.

“I didn’t totally agree with that,”
says Graeme. “How can the customer be
right if they don’t have the correct or the full
information—or if they’ve watched Cow-

spiracy on Netflix? It does make sense that
veggie burgers are trendy in a first-world
urban setting but in developing countries,
the cheaper option will always be meat. As
their standard of living improves, they are
moving towards more animal protein.”

Graeme spoke about the impact of
technology on producers and their opera-
tions. He believes that the BSE crisis of
2003 drove producers to know their costs
and to improve their winter management ,
grazing management and traceability —
which turned out to be the best thing for the
industry as it relates to sustainability.

“We already have traceability,” he
says. “South Africa doesn’t even have RFID
tags. The UK and Ireland have passports
that follow every animal through the system
throughout its life. It’s intense! They need to
get with the Canadian model.”

Other presentations focused on the
environmental side of sustainability, reduc-
ing emissions through innovative feeding
strategies, sustainable beef production on
the Canadian prairies and genetic improve-
ment for animals on pasture.

Michael Lee, Chair of Sustainable
Livestock Systems at Rothamsted Research,
delivered the capstone address focusing on
how livestock fit into the environment, not
just as meat but also as wool fibre, cosmet-
ics, leather, milk, fertilizer and beasts of
burden. All biodegradable. Styrofoam... not
so much.

“Attending a conference like this
makes us more aware of where the trends
are going,” says Graeme. “It’s important to
know what’s going on in the world and to
know Canada is ahead of the game “

Graeme Finn
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Solar/Pasture Water Systems
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Board of Directors

Chairman:
® Andy Hart
. (403) 625-0180
.. / Vice Chairman:

CHRISTMAS.‘: e

Treasurer:

¢ Ben Campbell
PARTY

Directors:
. Heri+aae [glgh Hiah River - Tamara Garstin
(403) 333-0376
Justin Blades
Friday December 14th, 2018 (403) 646-5952
Morrie Goetjen
(403) 863-7484
Sean LaBrie
Entertainment - Doris Daley and Doc (403) 999-3089
Mehl Mike Roberts
. . . . (403) 625-0337
Registration is required. Call . R Wi

403.995.9466 OT 403.700.7406 t0 ) o 206

register before December 5 (403) 888-7797
Steve Yule

(403) 934-7855

Cocktails - 5:30pm
Dinner - 6:30pm

® Hotel rooms can be booked lay ca|linﬁ -888-
' @ 888-4374 Staff
Mention Foothills Forage & Grazing Assoclation Manager:

Laura Gibne
Christmas Party for a special rate i ¢

Cell: (403) 998-4687

Environmental & Communications
Coordinator:
Sonja Bloom

Cell: (403) 700-7406
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our two major funders - the
STATEMENTS Agriculture Opportunity Fund and
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry.

Agriculture Opportunity Fund

Mission: Assisting producers in profitably improving

their forages and regenerating their soils through

innovation and education.

Vision: We envision a global community that respects FFGA is a proud member of
and values profitable forage production and healthy soils

as our legacy for future generations.



http://crsb.ca/
mailto:manager@foothillsforage.com
mailto:enviro@foothillsforage.com
http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca/app21/rtw/index.jsp
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiY7pCTqLbKAhVX-mMKHSHdD2sQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.areca.ab.ca%2Fuserfiles%2Fimages%2F&psig=AFQjCNGpjH3_nhMrnu6Lw7DPRPatmSUEvw&ust=1453307932833780
http://crsb.ca/

