
 

 

 

 

 

COSTA RICA AGRICULTURAL  

& SIGHTSEEING TOUR  

 February 10th-23rd, 2020  

Agriculture is one of the main sources of income for Costa Ricans. Costa Rica is known in Latin 

America for its famous coffee, strong dairy sector, pineapple and bananas, we will also visit beef 

operations and get an insight into cattle farming in Costa Rican climate.  

On this tour, you will enjoy the food and local culture of Costa Rica, and participate in discussions 

with agribusiness professionals. 



Meals: B - Breakfast, L - Lunch , D - Dinner  

Day 1: Feb 10th 2020, San Jose (D) 

AC136 A  3FEB  YYC YYZ  0820 1408                     
AC1806 3FEB  YYZ SJO 1720 2130  

International Flight from Calgary: Arrive in San Jose (SJO Airport)  

Arrival and transfer to your hotel in the city center adjacent to the largest urban park in San Jose, La Sabana Metro-
politan Park. Due to late arrival a snack boxes on coach and transfer to hotel for check-in. 

Overnight: San Jose 

Day 2: Feb 11th 2020, San Jose (B, L,D)  

Later start due to late flight arrival.  

Breakfast at hotel, please go at your own time.   

10am: - 10:45am: Mid-morning (Costa Rica Agricultural briefing—overview of the ag industry in Costa Rica.   
Briefing in hotel meeting room.  

Chocolate Factory Tour  

Hotel departure and travel to a chocolate factory to learn about the history and sample 

some tasty local chocolate and enjoy lunch nearby.  

Stop by the National Theater and take a tour through the central market before traveling back to your hotel to re-
lax.  

In the evening enjoy a Welcome dinner in a locals colonial home to enjoy some traditional Costa Rican food. 

Overnight: San Jose 

Tour Highlights  

  Tropical Agricultural Research Center, Sustainable Tropical Dairy Tour, Beef Farm, Starbuck’s Coffee 

Tour,  Beef Cattle ranch visit in Guapiles, Pineapple & pepper tour, Chocolate Factory Tour, Irazu Vol-

cano, EARTH University  - Banana operation, La Paz Waterfall Gardens, Palo Verde National Park, 

Palm Oil, Sugarcane, Quarter Horses and Rice, Tilapia farm, rice mill, cattle farm and a cotton gin fa-

cility, El Viejo “Cultural Tasting” Experience and Boat Tour + Lunch, Catamaran Sunset Cruise.         



Day 3: Feb 12th 2020, San Jose (B, L, D) 

Breakfast at hotel, please go at your own time.   

Visit a company specializing in beef products in Pedregal.  

After the visit, you will take a short drive to a spectacular dairy farm famous in this area, the farm is surrounded by 

the fertile volcanic soil.  

Lunch stop at a ranch house located near the farm. You will enjoy the pleasant setting and a presentation from one 

of the leading voices in the Costa Rican dairy industry.  

Cheese tasting...enjoy local cheeses from many small and medium local farms during lunch.  

Transfer back to San Jose hotel  

Group dinner  

Overnight San Jose 

 

Day 4: Feb 13th 2020, Turrialba (B,L,D) 

Breakfast at hotel, please go at your own time.   

The best place in Costa Rica to get a view down into a volcano crater is at Irazú Volcano National Park. 

The Irazú Volcano is an active volcano in Costa Rica, situated in the Cordillera Central close to the city of Cartago. 
The name could come from either the combination of "ara" and "tzu" or a corruption of Iztarú, which was the name 
of an indigenous village on the flanks of the volcano.  

Transfer to Irazu Volcano to walk near the crater and have a look inside. If the weather is clear you will see the At-

lantic Ocean from the crater rim.  

Enjoy lunch enroute to Turrialba before checking in to your plantation style hotel. 

Overnight Turrialba 

 

 

 
 



Day 5: Feb 14th 2020, Guapiles (B,L)  

Breakfast at hotel, please go at your own time.   

Today enjoy breakfast and the views before checking out and visiting CATIE (Center for Tropical Agronomy Re-

search & Education).  

What is CATIE 

The Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Education Center (CATIE) is a regional center dedicated to research 

and graduate education in agriculture, and the management, conservation and sustainable use of natural resources. 

The Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Education Center (CATIE) is a regional center dedicated to research 

and graduate education in agriculture, and management, conservation and sustainable use of natural resources.  

We will visit the botanical garden, seed research facility and international crop collection.  

Botanical Garden Walk 

the Botanical Garden has an invaluable collection. It consists of a priceless collection of genetic materials preserved 

for research and education - more than 4000 genetic samples represent around 400 plant species from different 

parts of the world. Most importantly, some of them are endangered.  

Germplasm Bank & seeds 

Let’s visit the greenhouse and the CATIE Seed Bank! No visitors would be satisfied without joining the professionals 

and learn about the procedures of generation and conservation of seeds. That includes field experience in crop har-

vests and genetic samples, visitors will walk through the plantation areas and reach CATIE main Campus in order to 

know and visit the drying chamber for seeds. This allows us to see non-genetically modified seeds of various sizes, 

shapes, and colors. Going into the drying chamber tourists will experience a -18 ° C environment where the seeds are 

dried, packaged, and stored. This will leave us freezing, but at least here we learn how to conserve seeds for a better 

future with an abundant food choice. We conserve nearly 7300 accessions of seeds from different families and gen-

res. The collection mainly includes bean, corn, chili, and tomato. This collection collaborates with global food security 

and species conservation specifically for food.  

Enjoy lunch on campus before driving to Guapiles and checking in to your hotel. 

Dinner & free evening on your own tonight  

Overnight Guapiles 

 



Day 6: Feb 15th 2020, Guapiles (B, L)  

Breakfast at hotel, please go at your own time.   

Earth University: Depart the hotel and travel to EARTH University and visit their commercialized banana packing 
plant. Discussion about how they produce and market, both nationally and internationally, their high quality creamy 
textured bananas.  

Cattle Ranch visit: Visit a cattle ranch and meet with a representative from CORFOGA to discuss beef production on 

the Atlantic and more rainy side of Costa Rica. CORFOGA is the association for development and production of the 

Costa Rican beef industry. This association also develops programs for the promotion of sustainable farming.  

In the afternoon we will visit a papaya farm and packing house. 

Dinner & free evening on your own tonight  

Overnight Guapiles 

 

Day 7: Feb 16th 2020 Guapiles (B) 

Breakfast at hotel, please go at your own time.   

Free day by the pool or sign up for an optional tour… 

Sarapiqui River Safari Guided Tour: During this 2-hour river safari, you'll ride a comfortable boat down the Sarapiqui 

River and have ample opportunities to spot a range of wildlife. 

Canopy Tour: Some 70 percent of all life in the tropical forest exists at the canopy level. During this tour, you’ll fly 

along zip-lines and experience the forest canopy in a new, exhilarating way 

Horseback Riding Tour: Guided ride through some amazing scenery 

Guided Rainforest Walk in Sarapiqui: Take a 2.5-hour guided tour through the Tirimbina Rainforest Center with a 

naturalist guide. Along the way, you’ll learn about Sarapiquí’s intense variety of mammals, birds, insects, and am-

phibians. 

*Please advise Leader Tours if you wish to book an activity & we will set it up and get you a confirmation.  

Overnight Guapiles 

 

 



Day 8: Feb 17th 2020 Alajuela (B,L,D) 

Breakfast at hotel, please go at your own time.   

Enjoy a pineapple farm tour in the morning and a group lunch.  

Transfer to La Paz Waterfall Gardens and enjoy a guided walk through La Paz Waterfall Gardens.  

La Paz Waterfall Gardens is home to many hiking trails, animal exhibits, rivers, and waterfalls. Their many attrac-

tions make them the best eco park in Costa Rica.  

From here travel to your hotel in the Alajuela area. 

Overnight Alajuela area 

 

Day 9: Feb 18th 2020 Alajuela  (B,L,D)  

Breakfast at hotel, please go at your own time.   

Starbucks Coffee Plantation  

Starbucks Opens World Renowned Costa Rican Coffee Farm to Visitors.  

A 46,000-square foot visitor center immerses guests in the entire life cycle of sustainably grown, high -

quality arabica coffee from seedling to picking, milling, roasting and the craft of brewing in a café.  

The visitor center at Hacienda Alsacia is located on the company’s 600 -acre (240 hectare) coffee farm on 

the slopes of the Poas volcano in Costa Rica. Hacienda Alsacia is a working farm that has served as a global 

research and development facility for Starbucks since 2013.  

Visit the brand new Starbucks coffee plantation for a tasting and production tour. This newly formed coffee estate 

is one of the highest quality coffees grown in the rich volcanic soils of Costa Rica.  

In the evening enjoy a group dinner offsite in a home style setting. 

Overnight Alajuela  

 

 



Day 10: Feb 19th 2020 Guanacaste (B,L,D)  

Breakfast at hotel, please go at your own time.   

Depart Alajuela for Guanacaste and the best beaches in Costa Rica!  

En-route visit a large scale farm of Palm Oil, Sugarcane, quarter horses and rice. 

The farm has 2500 acres sugar cane, 500 acres oil palm, 800 acres cotton, 100 farm acres for quarter and Arabian 

horses, 500 acres Teak wood, 25 acres dragon fruit. 

Enjoy a BBQ lunch before driving to a commercial Tilapia farm on the way to your hotel on the Pacific Ocean. 

Overnight Guanacaste 

Day 11: Feb 20th 2020 Guanacaste (B) 

Free Day!  

Breakfast at hotel, please go at your own time.   

Relax by the beach or take in any optional activities in the area (i.e. catamaran sailing, sportfishing, snorkeling, bird-

watching tours, etc.) 

Overnight Guanacaste 

Day 12: Feb 21st 2020 Guanacaste (B,L)  

Breakfast at hotel, please go at your own time.   

Visit the Hacienda El Viejo Wetlands and take a boat ride in the wetlands as your guide spots a variety of wildlife. 

Also enjoy lunch and amazing scenery during your wetlands boat ride.   

Travel back to you hotel in the afternoon, afternoon free to relax at your hotel.  

Optional visit to Brasilito Rodeo this evening. 

(Please note: our guide mentioned the rodeo can get rowdy with locals drinking etc. You will have the guide with 

you but we wanted to give you a heads up.) 

Dinner on your own this evening 

Overnight Guanacaste 



Day 13: Feb 22nd 2020 Guanacaste (B,D)  

Breakfast at hotel, please go at your own time.   

Today enjoy farm visits near Canas including a rice mill, cattle farm and a cotton gin facility.  

Cattle Ranch run 300 females and the feed lot for fattening over a 1000 head.  The beef breeds are Brahman, Nelore 

and Girolando.  

Afternoon free to relax & explore the area on your own  

* Shopping: We will be running the coach for anyone wishing to do some shopping in Tamarindo. ( we will confirm 

the day closer to departure)  

7:00 pm Farewell Dinner. 

Overnight Guanacaste 

Day 14: Feb 23rd 2020 (B) 

Breakfast at hotel, please go at your own time.   

 AC1735 16FEB  LIRYYZ 1255 1905  

 AC 155 L  SU 16FEB  YYZYYC 2055 2320  

Flight from Liberia airport to Canada  

Tour ends! 

 

 

 



 

COSTA RICA AGRICULTURAL  

& SIGHTSEEING TOUR  

 February 3rd-16th, 2020  
 

 

Package Pricing: Land Arrangements & International Flights  

Twin Share: $5996.00 per person  

Book your own flights in airmiles/points Land Only: $4789.00 

Single Traveler rate: Please add $1273.00 to the Twin Rate 

 

Tour is on a first come basis! 

Deposit of $500 pp due on or before November 5th, 2019  

 

Package Price includes: International flights ex Calgary,                                                                        

All Hotel accommodation, Farm & Agricultural visits, all sightseeing per itinerary, 
30 Meals: 13 Breakfast, 9 Lunches, 8 Dinners, coach transportation & driver, Local 
tour manager during the whole tour, tips for tour guide & driver have been includ-

ed in the package, water on coach.  

 

 

 

 

Please contact: Lawrence Rowley  

Toll Free: 1844-370-7044   Phone: 403-270-7044  Fax: 403-764-2042 

Email: lawrence@leadertours.ca   


